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School of Business, Social Sciences and Wellness

HIST 193—History of the 1930s  

Basic Course Information
A. Term: Spring, 2012

B. Instructor: Bill Barry

C. Office: Room E-104-L (Classroom Building—Dundalk campus)

D. (443) 840-3563 and bbarry@ccbcmd.edu
E. Faculty web page: http://faculty.ccbcmd.edu/~wbarry /

F. Prerequisites: RDNG 052/LVR2 and ENGL 052/LVE2
G. Department phone number (443) 840-1518. 

Contact information for class concerns. Students should first attempt to take concerns to the faculty member. If students are unable to resolve course-related concerns with the instructor they should contact Tom Robertson, History Program Coordinator (443-840-1392, trobertson@ccbcmd.edu)

H.  Class meets Thursdays 5:45 p.m.
Description: The class will cover a wide range of topics that happened in the US between the Crash of 1929 and Pearl Harbor Day. It will look at the enormous changes in the economy and social structure of the US, the dramatic role of the federal government under the New Deal, the relations of the US with foreign events, and the comparisons between the 1930s and 2012.
Overall course objectives

Upon completion of the course, a student will be able to:

1. Evaluate the impact of the 1920s and the Great Crash of 1929

2. Explain the major social and economic movements of the period

3. Evaluate the increasing role of the federal government

4. Judge the opposition to the New Deal

5. Delineate the foreign policy issues

6. Appreciate the various social movements of the 1930s

7. Compare the 1930s to 2012
8. Understand historiography 

Major Topics
1. The 1920s as a background
2. The Crash of 1929 and its impact

3. The election of 1932

4. The New Deal

5. Opposition to the New Deal

6. Social movements of the 30s

7. Culture of the 30s

8. Foreign relations during the 1930s

9. Pearl Harbor
10. Is history repeating itself in 2012?

Course Evaluations and Guidelines
Students will be graded on: Two writing assignments (15% each)

                                             One class presentation (20%)





                           A final class project (20%)

                           A final exam (20%)



                                       Class participation (10%). Participation involves both answering and asking questions and participation in class discussions
Students may turn in one extra credit assignment/month and each one will count as an additional quiz. Instructions for extra credit assignments are posted on the instructor’s web page.

Students are expected to attend every class and to read the homework as assigned so that they know the material BEFORE it is covered in class so that they can have intelligent discussions based on history, and not just on personal opinions.
BAD WEATHER POLICY: for this class, we will follow the Community College closings. Please listen on the radio/TV and if the college is closed, our class will be cancelled. The instructor will also post a notice on his phone as soon as a decision is known.




CLASS    SYLLABUS
1. February 2--The 20s and the Crash

a. Historiography

b. The 30s and the 2012s

2. February 9--The Campaign of 1932

3. February 16--The First 100 Days
Homework: Writing Assignment # 1 (due March 1) 
4. February 23—Social movements
5. March 1--
a. Workers

b. Women

c. Civil rights
d. Unemployed workers

In-class video: The Sit-Down strike at GM

                         The Uprising of 1934

Guest speaker: Vince Tobin on the 1934 Minneapolis strike
6. March 7--Foreign issues

a. In class video: The Good Fight
7. March 8--Opponents of The New Deal
Class presentations: The Most Important Individual of the 1930s

8. March 15--The Second New Deal (1935-36)
9. March 23--The 1936 Election
Homework: Writing Assignment # 2—due April 12

Guest speaker—Kirstin Downey—Frances Perkins and the New Deal
10. March 30—The Third New Deal (1937-38)
 Guest Speaker  Mark McColloch on the steelworkers union

   In-class Video: The Memorial Day Massacre

   Plan term project
April 5--SPRING BREAK

11. April 12--The Culture of the New Deal
Guest speaker—Michael Sragow on movies of the 1930s

In-class video: The WPA
12. April 19--The 1940 Election
a. Foreign events

b. America First

13. April 26--Pearl Harbor
      Term projects due

14. May 3—Is history repeating itself in 2012?

Required readings: student will be expected to go on-line and do readings about the period that will be covered in class. 
